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Next week will be publifhed, 
(At which time Subfcribers may be fupplied with Books.) 
THE 


Royal Standard Englifh Dictionary. 


By WILLIAM PERRY. 


Lefturer on the Englifh Language in the Academy at Edinburgh. 
Printed at Worcester, by I. Tuomas, and will be fold at his Book {tore. 


DANIEL WALDO and SON, 


Have imported, from London, Briftol, and Holland, by the laf@ veffels, 
for Sale, at their Store, 
Oppofite the PRISON in WORCESTER, 
Upon as good Terms as they are foldin BOSTON, or elfewhere, 


EWTER of all forts, Brafs Kettles and. Skillets, 

Window Glals, Englifh and German Steel; Nails, Tacks, and 
brads ; Wool and Cotton Card Wire, Tin Plates; Joiners’, Carpen- 
ters’ and Shoemakers’ Tools; Locks, Latches, Bolts, and Hinges. 
All kinds of Saddlers’ Ware, beautiful enamelled Clock and Watch 
Faces, all kinds of Clock and Watchmakers’ Tools, Black{miths’ Anvils 
and Vices, Holfter Piftols, Iron Shovels and Spades, with a complete Af- 


fortmentof 
Braziery and Cutlery WARES. - 


Alfo, Broadcloths, Baizes, Coatings, Velvets, Corduroys, 
Fuftians, Jeans, Shalloons, Calamancoes, Tammies, Calicoes, Liriens, Cam- 
bleteens, [hread and Worfted Stockings, Modes, Sattins, Ribbons, Gauzes, 
Shawls; Linen, Cotton, and Silk Handkerchiefs, with many other articles, 
too many to be enumerated in an Advertifement. 

Likewife, Weftindia and Newengland Rum, Brandy; 
Sherry, Teneriffe and Malaga Wines; Loaf and Brown Sugar, Bohea and 
Green Tea, Coffee, Chocolate, Pepper, Ginger, Alifpice, French and Seat 
if Indigo, Gunpowder, Fine Salt, te Iron, Candles, W riting Pager, 
ten Weol, Tia Ware, &c. &c, &c. 
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Two DOLLARS reward. 
GIRAYED from the pafture of Col, Raxp, in Weft 
minfler, on the 2gth of May laft,a forrel = 
MARE "COL T; : . 
with a blaze in her face, one year old, a natural trotier. 
Whoever will give information where fhe is, or return 
her to the fubfcriber, in Lancafter, fhall receive TWO 
DOLLARS reward, and all neeeffi charges paid, by 
Lancafter, Dec. 6thy 1787. SAMUEL CARTER, 


LL perfons indebted to the Eftate of THOMAS SAW- 
YER, late of Sraartna, decealed, ams raguaiied to make immedi- 
ate payment; and all to whom faid Eftate is i ted, are defired to bring 
in theis accounts for {ettlement, to . 
CORNELIUS SAWYER, Adminiftrator. 


Sterling, Dece 12th, 1787. 
iment or ftolen from a Pafture in HOLDEN, fome- 











time in the latter end of September or beginning of O&ober lait, two 
EERS, two years old, one of them red, with a white tail, the other black; 
one HEIFER of two years old, dark red, with bughorns ; one STEER, 
one year old, red. ver will take up faid Cattle, and fend word to 
the Widow Azvuaau Tuomson, of Holden, or to Enwarpv Hunter, of 
Marlborough, fo that the owner may have his Cattle again, fhiall receive 
FOUR LLARS reward, and all 
December 14th, 1787. 


LL. pee indebted to the Eftateof ANDREW DUN. 

CAN, late of Worcefler, Merchant, deceafed, are requefted to make 

immediate payment; and all to whom faid Eftate is indebted are defired to 
bring in their accounts, in order for fettlement, to 

Wercefter, Nov. 26, 1787. SARAH DUNCAN, Adminiftratrix. 


For the Ufe of SINGING SCHOOLS. 
N Introduétion 10 the Grounds of MUSICK, containe 


ing all the Rules neceffary for Learners, in an eafy and plain manner. 
Printed and fold by I. Tuomas, in Worcefter. 


This publifoed, price 28. 5d. 
Iuftrated with one tate Gp r Plate. 


RBrrex Stuben’s Military Exercife, adopted for the Ufe 











of the Militia of this Commonwealth. 
Sold by Isatan Tuomas, at his Bookftore in Worcefter. 





This day publifhed, 
The Firft AMERICAN Eorrron of 

AN Introduction to the MAKING of LATIN. Com- 

ptifing, after an eafy, compendious method, the fubltance of the LATIN 
SYNTAX, with proper Englith Examples, moft of them tranflations from the 
Clatlick Authors, in one column, and t Latin Words in another. — 

To-which is fubjoined, in the fame method, a fuccin 

accotint of the affairs of ancient Greece and Rome, intended at ance to bri oy 
acquainted with Hiftory, and the Idiom of the Latin Tongue : With Rules for 


‘Gender of Mouns. 
By JOHN CLARKE. 
Wonrcaster, Printed by and for I, Tuomas, and fold at his Bookitore.” 


Sowinh HUNTER. * 
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FOR the Federal Conftitution. 





From the CONNECTICUT COURANT, printed at Hartford. 


Continuation of the REMARKS on the Hon. ELBRIDGE GERRY’s Objee~ 
: tions to the new Confittution. 


) & is unhappy both for Mr, Gerry 
and the publick, that he was not 
more explicit in publifhing his doubts. 
Certainly this mug have been from ine 
attention, and aot through any want of 
ability—as all his honourable friends al- 


low him to be a politician even of meta- * 


phyfical nicety. -. 

1p aqueftion of fuch magnitude, eve. 
ry candid man will confent to difcufs 
obje&tions which are ftated with perfpi- 
cuity ; but to follow the honourable wri- 
ter to the field of conjeture, and com- 
bat Phantoms, uncertain whether or not 
they are the fame which terrified him, is 
a talk teo laborious for patience itielf. 
Such mu be the writer's fituation in re- 
plying to the next objeétion, ** that some 
of the powers of the Legiflature are am- 
biguous, aed others indefinite and danger - 
ous.” ‘There are many poses given to 
the legiflature, if any of them are dan- 
gerous, the people have a right to know 
which they are, and how they will ope- 
rate, that they may guard againtt the evil. 
The charge of being ambiguous and in- 
definite may be brought againft every 
human compefition, and neceffarily a- 
rifes from the imperfection of language, 
Perhaps no two men will exprefs the 
fame fentiment in the fame manner, and 
by the fame words ; neither do they con- 
ne& precifely che fame ideas with the 
fame words. From hence arifes an am- 
biguity in all languages, with which the 
molt perfpicuous and precile writers are 
ina degree chargeable. Some perfons 
never attain to the happy art of peripic- 
uous exprefion, and it 13 equally true 
that fome perfons through a mental de- 
fe& of their own, will judge the mot 
correct and certain language of others 





to be indefinite and ambiguous. As 
Mr. Gerry is the firft and only man 
whe has charged the new Conftitution 
with ambigioufhefs, is there not room to 
fufpedt that his undgrftanding is uiffer- 
ent from other men’s, and whether it be 
better or worfe, the Landholder prefumes 
not to decide. 

It is an excellency of this Conftitu- 
tion, that it is expreffed with brevity, 
and in the plain common language of 
mankind. 

Had it (welled into the magnitude of 
a volume, there would have been more 
room to entrap the unwary, and the peo~ 
a who are to be its judges, would have 

ad neither patiente ner opportunity to 
vaderftand it, Had it been exprefied in 
the icientifick language of law, or thofe 
terms of art which wé often find in poli- 
tical compofitions, to the honourable 
eee it might have ap d more 

efinite and lefs ambiguous o the 

reat body of the people, Bi. ae obs 
cure, and to accept it they muff leap ia 
the dark. 

The people, to whom in this cafe the 
great appéal is made, beft underitand 
thofe compofitions which are cont: and 
in their own language. Had the powers 
given to the legiflature been loaded with 

rovifos, and fuch qualifications as 2 
awyer who is fo cunning aseven to ful- 
pe& himielf, would probably have inter- 
mingled, there would have been imuch 
more danger of a deception in the cale. 
Tt would not be difficul? to fhew that e- 
very power given to the leciflature is nes 
ceflary for national d.fence and juftice, 
and to proteét the rights of the people 
who create this authority for their own 
advantagé; bt to confider each one 
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456 
pirticularly would exceed the limits.of: 


my pm : 
I thal] therefore felec& two powers gi- 
ven them, which have been more abufed 
to opprefs and er creer than all 
the others with which thjs or any other 
right of taxation, or of colle&ting money 
from the 
ing armies. 
PorThele are the powers which enable 


to fcourge their fubjeéls ; and. 


are alfo the very powers by which 
rulers proteft the people, againft 

the violence of wicked and o 
citizens, and invafion the reft of 
mankind. Judge candidly what 4 
wretched figure the American empire 
will exhibit in the eye of other nations, 
without a to array and fupport a 
military force for its own protection. 
Half a dozen regiments from Canada or 
New Spain, might lay whole provinces 
under contribution, while we one a 
ting, who has power to pay and raife 
re diay. This fa is alfo neceflary 
to retrain the violence of feditious citi- 
zens. A concurrence of circumftances 


frequently enables a few difaffetted per- 


Jons to make t revolutions, unlefs 
government is vefted with the molt ex- 
tenfive power of felf defence. Had 
Shays, the malecontent of Maffachufetts, 


heen a man of genius, fortune and ad-_ 


drefs, he might have conquered that 
ftate, and by the aid of a little fedition 
in the other ftates, and an army proud 
by victory, become the monarch and ty- 
rant of America, Fortunately he was 
checked, but fhould jealoufy prevent 
vefting thefe powers in the hands of men 
chofen by yourfelves, and who are unJer 
every itutional reftraint, accident or 
defign in all probability raife up 
fome future Shays to be the tyrant of 
your children. 

A people cannot long retain their 
freedom, whofe government is incapable 
ef protecting them. 

The power of colle&ting money from 
the people, is not to be rejected becaufe 
it has fometimes been oppreffive. 

Publick credit is as neceffary for the 

ofperity of a nation, as private credit 
is for the fupport and wealth of a family. 

We are this day many millions poorer 
than we theuld Bee n, had a well 
arranged government taken place at the 
conclufion of the war, All have fhared 
in this lofs, but none in fo great propor- 
tion as the landholders and farmers. 

The publick muft be ferved in various 
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Soaary. ths ayladee ‘babble’ bes 
Sohcade, at left me Sh vanpeeelins 
. you an 
people numerous without force, and 
of refources, but unable te com. 
mand one of them; For purpofes 
there muft be a se a witha 
power to replenith it as often as neceffity 
requires. And where can this power be 
more fafely vefted, than in the common’ 
Jegiflature, men chofen by yourfelves 
from every of. the union, and 
have the con of their feveral ftates 
men who muft fhare in the burdens 
impofe on others ; men who by 2 feat in 
Congrefs are incapable of holding any 
office under the ftates, which might prove 
a temptation to fpeil the for in-. 
creafing their own income. 


We find another objeétion to be ‘that: 


the executive is blended with and will 
have an undue influence over the legiffa. 
tive.” On examination you will find 
this objection unfounded. The fu- 
preme executive is velted m a Prefident 
of the united ftates ; every bill that bath 

the fenate and _reprefentatives, 
mutt be preferited to the Prefident, and if 
he appranes it becomes law. If he dif.” 
approves, but makes no return within 
ten dayg, it til] becomes a law. If he 
returns the bill, with his objeftions, the 
fenate and reprefentatives confider it a 
fecond time, and if two thirds of them 
adhere to the firft refolation, it becomes: 
law, notwithftanding the Prefident’s dif- 
fent. We allow the Prefident hath an 
influence, though ftriétly fpeaking he 
hath not a legiflative voice; and think 
fuch an influence mutt be falotary. In 
the prefident, all the executive . 
shents meet, and he will be a channel of 
communication between thofe who make 
and oe the laws. : hear 
things air in theory which in 
prattice are impoffible. If law:nakers, 
in every inftance, before their final de- 
cree, had the opinion of thofe who are to 
execute them, it would ent a thou- 
fand abfurd ordinances, which are fo- 
lemnly made, only to be ¢ and 
leffen the dignity of legiflation in the 
eyes of m 
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courts of law, to be inftituted by Con- 
grefs, wilt be oppreffive.” We allow it 
to be poflible, but from whence arifes 
the seme me of this event. ‘State 
jadges may Ge'corrupt, and jaries ma 
be prejudiced and ipeentits, but thefe ine 
py own me rote a thall 
we fup more vent 
under a national appointment ad indo 
ence, when the eyes of a whole empire 
are watching for their detection. 

' Their courts are riot te intermeddle 
with your intetn policy, and will have 
cogtizance only jofe fubjefts which 
are placed under the controul of a wa- 
tional legiflature. It is as hh 
there thould be courts Of law and execu- 
tive officers, te carry into effec the laws 
of the nation, as that there be courts and 
officers to execute the laws made by 
your ftate affemblies. 

__There are many reafons why their de- 
eifons ought not to be lefr to courts in- 
ftituted by particular ftates. 

A perfec uniformity mutt be obferv- 


Hed through the whole union, or jealoufy 


and unrighteonfoefe will take place ; 
and for an unifermity one judiciary mutt 
pervade the whole. The inhahitants of 
one ftate will not have confidence in 


jud y ge by the legiflature of a- 
other ate, in which they have no 


voice. Judges who owe their appoint- 
ment and fi to one ftate, will be 
unduly influenced, and not reverence 


| the laws of the union. It will at any 


ume be in the power of the {mallet fate, 
by interdigting their own judiciary, to 
defeat the meafures, defraud the revenue, 
and annul the moft facred laws of the 
whole empire.. A legiflative power, 





157 


without a judidial and executive under 
their own controul, is in the nature of 
things a nullity. Congrefs, under the 
old corifederation, had power to ordain 
and refolve, but having no judicial or 
executive of their own, their mof folema 
refolves were totally difregarded. The 
little ftate of Rhoderita wea pepoaly 
left by Heaven to its prefent madneis, for 
& Reneral convigtion in the other ftates, 
that fuch a fyttem as is now propofed is 
our only prefervation from ruin. What 
refpe&t can any one think would be paid 
to national laws, by judicial and execu- 
tive officers, who are amenable only to 
the prefent aflembly of Rhodeifland. 
The rebellion of Shays, and the prefent 
meafures of Rhodeifland, ought to con- 
vince us that 2 national legiflature, ju~ 
diciary and executive muft be united, or 
the whole is but a name ; and that we 
muft bave thefe, or foon be hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for all other 
people. tg 

In all thefe matters and powers given 
to Congrefs, their ordinances mu be 
the fu law of the land of they are 
nothing. They muft have authority te 
enaét any laws for ceevies their own 

or thofe powers will be evaded 
by the artful and unjuit, and the ditho- 
neft trader will defraud the pablick of 
its revenue. As we have reafon 
to think this fyftem was honeftly plan- 
ned, we ought to hope it may be honeft- 
ly and juilly executed. Iam fenfible 
at {peculation is always liable to er- 
rour. If there be any capital defects ia 
this conftitutioa, it is moft probable that 
experience alone, will dilcover them. 
Provifion is made for an alteration, if, 
ou trial, it be found neceffary. 

When your children fee the candour 
and efs of mind, with which you 
lay the foundation, they will be infpired 
with equity to finifh and adorn the fu- 


Ures 
A LANDHOLDER. 





REMARKS on Col. MASON’s OBJECTIONS to the propofed Federa} 
: Conftitution. 
From the CONNECTICUT COURANT, printed at Hartford. 


He that is firft in his own caufe feemeth juft ; but his neighbour cometh and 
carcheth him. 


T HE publication of Col. Ma- 
{on’s reafons for not figning the 
sew Conftitution, has extorted fome 
uths that would other wile in all pro- 


bability 
us ail. 

ry’s, are moft of them ex po? fatto— 
have gen reviftd in Newyak by 





have remained unknown te 
His reafons, like Mr. Ger- 
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R. H.L. and by him brought into 
their prefent artful .and infidious 


form, The faétious fpirit of R. H., 


L.—his implacable hatred to Gene- 
ral Wafhington—his well known in- 


trigues againft him in the late war—- 
iis attempt to difplace him and give 


the cominand of the American army 
to General Lee, are fo recent in your 
thinds it is not. neceflary to re 

them, Heisfu 
thor of moft of the {currility poured 


out inthe Newyork papers againft 


the new conftitution, 

Juft at the clole of the Conven- 
tion, whofe proceedings in gerieral 
were zealoufly —. by Mr. 
Mafon, he moved for aclaufe that 
no navigation a fhould eyer be 
pafled but with the confent of two 
thirds of both branches ; urgingthat 
a navigation a& might otherwife 


be pafled excluding foreign bottoms 


from es produce to 
market, and throw a monopoly of 
the carrying bufinefs into the hands 
of the Pafern States who attend to 
Navigation,and that fuchanexclufion 
of foreigners would raife the freight 
of the produce of the fouthern ftates, 
and for. thefe reafons Mr. Mafon 
would have it-in the: power of the 
fouthern {tates to prevent any navi- 
gation a&. This claufe, as unequal 
and partial in the extreme to the 
fouthern ftates, wae rejefted; be- 
caule it ought to be left on the faine 
footing with other national con- 
cerns, and becaufe no ftate would 
havea right to complain ofa navi- 
gation a&t which fhould leave the 
carrying bufinefs equally oper to 


them all. Thofe who preferred cul: 


tivating their lands would do fo; 
thofe who chofe to navigate and be- 
come carriers would do that. The 
lofs of this queftion determined Mr. 


Mafon againft the figning the do- . 


ings of the convention, and is un- 
doubtedly among his reafons asdrawn 
for the fouthern fates ; but for the 
eaftern ftates this reafon would not 


do. It wouid convince us that Mr, . 


Mafon preferred the fubjeéts of every 
foreign power to the fubjeéts of the 
United States who live in Neweng- 


ppofed to be the au-, 





land ; event the Britith who lately 
ravaged Virginia, that Virginia, my 
countrymen, where your relations 
lavifhed their blood—where your 
fons laid down their lives to fecure 
to her and us the freedom and inde- 

dence in w&ich we now rejoice, 


‘and which can only be continued to 


us by a firm, equal and effective u- 
nion—-But do not believe that /the 
ple of Virginia are all thus fel. 
fh: No, there is a Wafhington; a 
Blair, a Maddifon and a Lee (not R, 
H. L.) and I am*perfuaded there is 
a majority of liberal, juft and feder- 
al men in Virginia, who, whatever 
their fentiments may be of the new 
conftitution, will defpife the artful 
injuftice contained in Col. Mafon’s 
reaions .as publifhed. in the newt 
apers, > : 

/ he Prefident of the.United States 
has no council, 3c. fays Col. Mafon, 
His propofed council would have 
been expenfive—they muft conftant- 
ly aticnd the prefident, becaufe the 
prefident conftantly a&s. This coun- 
cil muft have pecncrnpeies of great 
charaéers, who c not be kept 
attending without great falaries, 
and if their opinions were binding 
on the prefiaent his refponfibility 
would be deftroyed—ifdivided, pre- 
vent vigour and difpatch; if not 
binding, they would be no fecurity. 
The tates who have had fuch coun- 


cils have found them ufelefs, and | 


complain of them as a dead weight. 
Ir others, as in England, the fupreme 
executive advifes when and with 
whom he pleafes; if any information 
is wanted, the heads of the depart- 
ments who are alwaysat hand can 
heft give it, and from the manner of 
their appointment will be truft wor- 
thy. Secrefy, vigour, difpatch and 
refponfibility, oy ee that the fi- 
executive fhould be one per 
on, and unfettered, otherwife 

by the laws he is to execute. “ 
There is no’ Declaration of Rigi’ 
Bills of Rights were introduced in 
England ioe itskings claimed all 
power and jurifdi€tion, and ‘were 
confidered by them as grants fo the 
people, They are infignificant fince 
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government is confidered a$ origin- 


ating from the péople, and all the 
power government now hasisa grant 

rom the people ; the conftitution they 
eftablifh with powers limitted and 
defined, becomes now to the legifla- 
tor and magiltrate, what originally 
a bill of rights was to the people. 
To have inferted in this conftitution 
a bill of rights for the ftates, would 
fuppofe them to derive and hold their 
rights from the federal government, 
when the reverfe is the cafe. 

There 1s to be no ex poft fatto laws. 
This was moved by Mr. Gerry and 
fupported by Mr. Mafon, and is ex- 
ceptionable only as being unneceffa- 
ry ; for it ought not to be prefumed 
that government will be fo tyranni- 
cal; and oppofed to the fenfe of all 
modern civillians as to pafs fuch laws, 
if they fhould they would be void. 

The general legiflature ts reftrained 
from prohibiting the further wmporta- 
cion of flaves for twenty odd years— 
But every ftate legiflature may re- 
{train its own fubjetts ; but if the 
fhould not, fhall we refufe to confed- 
erate with them? their confciences 
are their own, though their wealth 
and ftrength are blended with ours. 
Mr. Mafon has himfelf about three 
hundred flaves, and livesin Virginia, 
where it is found by prudent manage- 
ment they can bied and raife flaves 
fafter than they want them for their 
own ufe, and could fupply the defi- 
ciency in Georgia and Southcaroli- 
na; and perhaps Col. Mafon may 
{uppofe it more humane to breed 
than import flaves—thofe imported 
having been bred and born free, may 
not fo tamely bear flavery as thoie 
bor flaves, and from their infancy 
inured toit; but his objedtions are 
not on the fide of freedom, nor in 
compaffiog.to the humar race who 
are flaves, but that fuch importation 
venders the United States weaker, more 
vulnerable, and lefs capable ¢ defence. 
To thisI readily agree, and all good 
men with the entire abolition of fla- 
very, as foon as it can take place 
wide fafety to the publick,and for the 
lafting good of the prefent wretched 
race of flaves, only poflible 
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ftep that could be taken towards it 
by the convention was to fix a period 
after which they fhould not be im- 
ported. 

There is no declaration of any hind 
to preferve the liberty of the prefs, &c. 
Nor is liberty of confcience, or o 
matrimony, or of burial of the dead ; 
it is enough that congrefs have no 

wer to prohibit either, and can 

avenotemptation. This objeétion 
is an{wered in that the ftates have all 
the power originally, and congrefs 
have only what the ftates grant them. 

The judiciary of the United States is 

fo confrted and extended as to abforb 
and deftroy the judiciaries of the feveral 
fates ; thereby rendering law as tedious, 
intricate and expenfive, and juftice as 
unattainable by a great part of the com- 
munity, asin England; and enable the 
vith to opprefs and ruin the poor. It 
extends only to objets and cafes 
fpecified, and wherein the national 
peace or rights, or the harmony of 
the {tates are concerned, and not to 
controverfies between citizens of the 
fame ftate (except where they claim 
under grants of different ftates) and 
nothing hinders but the fupreme 
federal court may be held in differ- 
ent diftri€ts, or in all the ftates, and 
that all the cafes, except the few in 
which it has original and not ap- 
pellate jurifdi€tion, may in the firft 
inftance be had in the ftate courts, 
and thofe trials be final except in 
cafes of great magnitude; and the 
trials be by jury alfo in moft or all 
the caufes which were wont to betri- 
ed by them, as congrefs fhall provide, 
whofe appointment is{fecurityenough 
for thew attention to the wifhes 
and convenience of the people. In 
chantery courts juries are never 
ufed, nor are they proper in admir- 
alty courts, which proceed not by 
municipal laws, which they may be 
fuppofed to under{tand, but by the 
civil law and law of nations, 

Mr. Mafon decms the prefident 
and fenate’s power to make treaties 
dangerous, becaufe they become laws 
of theland. Ifthe prefident and 
his propofed council had this pow- 
cr, or the prefident alonc, as in Eng- 
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land. and ' the : 
would the danger be lefs ? Or is the 
reprefentative branch fuited to the 
making of treaties which are often 
intricate, and require much ne¢gocia- 
tion. and fecrefy ? The fenate is ob- 
jedte\ to as having too much power, 
and Bold unfounded affertions that 
they will deftroy any balance in the 
government, and accomplifa what 
ufurpation they pleafe upon the rights 
and liberties of the peaple;to which 
it may be anfwered they are eleftive 
and rotative, to the mafs of the peo- 
ple; the anna can as well bal- 
ance the fenatorial branch. there as 
in the ftates, and much better than 
in England, where the lords are 
hereditary, and yet the commons 
prelerve their weight ; but the flate 
governments on which the conftitu- 
tion is built will forever be fecurity 
enough to the people againft arifto- 
cratick ufurpations :—The danger 
of the contftitution is not ariftocracy 
or monarchy, but anarchy. 

I intreat you, my fellow citizens, 
to read and examine the new con- 
ftitution with candour; examine it 
for yourfelves, you are moft of you 
as learned as the objector, and cer- 
tainly as able to judge of its virtues 
or vices as he is. To make the ob- 
jeations the more plaufible, they are 
called, The. Objettions of the Hon. 
George Mafon, {3c.—They may pof- 
Sibly be his, but be affured they were 
not thofe made in convention, and 
being direttly againft what he there 
fupported in one inftance, ought to 
caution you againft giving any credit 
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tothe reft; his vielent ion to 
the powers given congrels to regu- 
late trade, was an decided pre- 
ference of all the world to you,. A 
man governed by fuch narrow views 


and loeal aeadiceh can never be 


trufted ; and his us, declara-. 
tions in. the Houk of C Delegates in 


Virginia that no man was more fe- 
deral than himfelf, amounts to. no 
more than this,“ Makea federal 
government that will fecure Virgin- 
xa all her natural advantages, pro- 
mote all her interefts saan: of e~ 
very difadvantage tothe other ftates, 
and I will fubferzhe to it.” 

It may be afkead how I came by 
my information refpeéting Col. Ma~ 
fon’s condué& in‘Convention, as the 
doors were fhut ? TathisI anfwer, 
no delegates of the late convention 
will contradi& my affertions, as I 
have repeatedly heard them made 
by others in prefence of feveral of 
them, who could not deny their 
truth. Whether the conftitution in 
queftion will be adopted by the Ue 
nited States in our day is uncertain 5 
but it is neither ariftocracy or mo- 
narchy can grow out of it, fo long as 
the prefent defcent of landed eftates 
laft,and the mais of the people have 
as at prefent, a tolerable education ; 
and were it ever fo perfeft a {cheme 
of freedom, when we become igno- 
rant, vicious, idle, and regardleis of 
the education of our children, our li- 
berties will be loft, we fhall be fitted 
for flavery, and it will be an eafy bu- 
finefsto reduce us to obey one or mors 
tyrants. A LANDHOLDER, | 





AGAINST the Federal Conftitution. 





From the FREEMAN’s JOURNAL, of Nowember 7. 
To the CITIZENS of PHILADELPHIA, 
Friends, Countrymen, Brethren, amd Fellouscitixgns, 


HE propofed plan of Continental 
government is now fully known 
to you. You have read it, I truft, with 
the attention it deferves.—You have 
heard the objections that have been made 
to it.---You have heard the anfwers to 
thefe objections, 
If you have attended -to the whele, 





with candour and unbiafled minds, as 
become men that are poffeffed and deferv- 
ing of freedom, you muft have been a- 
larmed at the refult of your obférva- 
tions, Notwithitanding the fplendour 
of names, which has attended the pub- 
lication of the new Cohbititution ; not- 
with@anding the fophiftry end vain reas 
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fonings.that have been urged to fu 

its principles ; alas! you muft at leat 
have concluded that great men are not 
always infallible, and that patriotifm it- 
felf may be led into effential errours. 

The objeétions that have been made to 
the new Conftitution are thef: : 

1. It is not merely (as it ought to be) 
a confederation of lates, but agovernment 
of individuals. 

2. The of Congrefs extend to 
the ives, the liberties and the property, 
of every citizen. 

3- The fovercignty of the different 
States is ip/o fae deftroyed, in its mol 
effential parts. 

4. What remains of it wil! only tend 
to create violent diflenfions between 
the ftate governments and the Congrels, 
and terminate in the ruin of the one or 
the other. 

s- The confequence muf therefore 
rt that the uaion of “2 mn 
will be deftroyed by a violent ftruggle, 
or that ae bec will be feral. 
lowed up by filent encroachments into 
an univerfal aviftocracy ; becaufe it is 
clear, thatif twodifferent fovereign pow- 
ers have a val command over the 
purfes of the citizens, they will ftruggle 
for the {poils, and the weakeft will be in 
the end obliged to yield to the efforts of 
the trongeft. 

6. Congrefs being poffeffed of thefe 
immenfe powers, the liberties of the 
ftates and of the people are not fecur- 
ed by a bill or declaration of rights. 


7. The foversiget of the States is 
not exprefsly tetesd 3 the form only, 
and not the fubfance of their govern- 
ment, is guaranteed to them by exprefs 
wh rial by h red bul 

8. Trial by jury, that facred bulwark 
of liberty, is aboly id iv civil cafes; and 
Mr. Wilfon, ore of the Convention, 
has told you, that not being able to a- 
gree as to the form of eftablifhing this 
point, they have left you deprived of the 


| fubfance. Here are his own words :--- 


“* The fubje& was involved in difficul- 
ties. The Coavention found the taik 
too difficult for them, and left the bufinefs 
as it ftands.”” 

9. The liberty of the prefs is not fecur- 
ed, and the powers of Congrefs are fully 
adequate to its deftruction, as they are 
to have the trial of Uibels, or pretended 
lbels, againft the United States ; and 
may, by acurfed, abominable famp af 
(as the Bowdoin Adminiftration® has done 
in Maflachufetts) preclude you effeétu- 


16r 





ally from al! means of information. Mr. 
Wilfon baz given you no anfwer to thefe 
arguments. 

10. Congrefs have the power of keep. 
ing up a fanding army, in time of peace, 
and Mr. Wilfon has told you that i was 


neceffary. 

I 1. The legiflative and executive pow- 
ers are not kept feparate, as every one 
of the American Conilitutions declare 
they ought to be ; but they are mixed 
ina mannerentirely novel and unknown, 
even in the conftitution of Greatbritain » 
becaufe, 

12. In England, the King only has 
a nominal negative over the proceedings 
of the Legiflature, which he has sever 
dared to exercife fince the days of King 
William ; whereas, by the new contti- 
tution, both the Pre, general and the 
Senate, two executive branches of go- 
wernment, have that negative, and are 
intended to fupport cach other im the exer- 
tife of it. 

13. The reprefentation of the Lower 
Houfe is too fmal!, confifting only of 65 
members. 

14. That of the Senate is fo fmall, 
that it renders its extenfive powers ex- 
tremely dangerous : It is te confift only 
of 26 members, tw thirds of whom 
muft concur to conclude any treaty or 
alliance with foreign powers : Now, we 
will fuppofe, that five of them are eb- 
fent, feck, dead, or unable to attend, 
twenty-one will remain, and eight of 
thefe (one-third and one over) may pre- 
vent the conclufion of any treaty, even 
the moft favourable to America. Here 
will be a fine field for the intrigues, and 
even the bribery and corruption, of Euroe 

n rs, 

"a ¢ The moft important branches of 
the executive department are to be put 
into the hands of a /ngle Magifrate, 
who will be, in fact, an eleZ@ive king. 
The military, the land and naval forces, 
are to be entirely at his difpofal ; and 
therefore, 

16. Should the Senate, by the in- 
trigues of foreign powers, become devoted 
to foreign influence, as was the cafe of 
late in Sweden, the people will be oblig- 
ed, as the Swedes have been, to feck 
their refuge in the arms of the monarch 
or prefideutgeneral, 

17. Rotation, that noble prerogative 
of liberty, is entirely excluded from the 
new fyftem of government, and great 
men may, and probably will, be cou- 
tinued in office during their lives. 





* The author miftakes, it was not Bowdoin $s adminiftragiog that originated the Stamp 


Attia Maffachufetts, 
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‘ $8. Annaal eleions are“ abol'thed, 
and the people are not to reaflume their 
rights, until the expiration of tvo, four, 
and fx years. 

19. Congrefs are to have the power 
of fixing the time, place and manner, of 
holding elections, fo as to keep them 
forever fubje&ed to their influence. 

20. The importation ef flaves is not 
to be prohibited until the year 1808, 
and flavery will probably refunie its 
empire ingPennfylvania. 

21. The militia is to be under the 
immediate command of Congrefs, and 
men conjcientioufly fcrupulous of bearing 
arms may be compellea'to perform mili- 
tary duty. 

22, The new government will be ex- 
penfive, beyond any, we have ever 
experienced; the judicial department a- 
Jone, with its concomitant train of Judg- 
es, iuftices, chancellors, clerks, theriffs, 
ccroners, cfcheators, ftate attornies and 
{clicitors, conftables, &c. in every ttre, 
ahd in every county ih each ftate, will 
bea burden beyond the utmoft abilities 
of the people to bear. ——And, upon the 
whole, 

23. A government, partaking of mo- 
narchy and ariftracracy, will be fully 
and firmly eftabliihed ; and liberty will 
be but a name, to adorn the fort hilto- 
rick page of the halcyon days of Ame- 
rica, 

Thefe, my countrymen, are the ob- 
jeftions that have been made to the new 
propofed fyftem of government; and if 
you read the {yitem itfelf with attention, 
you will find them all to be founded in 
truth. But what have you been told in 
anfwer ? 

I pais over the eat of Mr, Wil- 
fon,in his equivocal fpeech at the ftate 
houfe. His pretended arguments have 
beer: echoed and reechoed by every re- 
tailer of politicks, and wi@ortoufly refut- 
ed by feveral patriotick pens. Indeed, 
if you read this famous fpeech in a cool 
difpaflionate moment, yeu will find it to 
contain no more than a train of pitiful 
faphiftry and evafions, unworthy of the 
man who fpokethem. I have taken no- 
tice of fome of them in ftating the ob- 
jeGtions, and they mutt, I am fure, have 
excited your pity and indignation. Mr. 
Wilfon is a man of fenfe, learning and 
extenfive information ; unfortunately for 
him, he has never fought the more folid 
fame of patriotifm. During the late war 
he narrowly efcaped the effects of popu- 
Jar rage, and the people feldom arm 
theméelyes againft a citizen in vain. The 





: a 
whole tenour of his political conduct has 
always been ftrongiy tainted with the 
fpirit of high ariflocracy ; We has never 
n known to join in atruly popular 

meafure, and his. talents have ever been 
devoted to the patrician jntereft, His 
lofty carriage indicates the lefty mind 

at animates him, a mind able to con- 
ceive and perform great things, but 
which unfortunately can fee nothing 
great out of the pale of power and 
wordly grandeur; defpifing what he 
calls the inferiour order of the people, 
oe liberty and popular affemblies 
offer to his exalted imagination an idea 
of meannefs and contemptibility, which 
he hardly feeks to tonceal.---He fees, 
ata diltance, the pomp and pageantry 
of Courts ; be fighs after thofe ftately 
palaces, and that apparatus of human 
greatnefs, which his vivid fancy has 
taught him to confider as the fupreme 
good. Men of fublime minds, he con- 
ceives, were born a different race from. 
the rett of the fons of men; to them, 
and them only, he imagines, high hea- 
ven intended to commit the reins of 
earthly government ; the remaining part 
of mankind he fees below, at an im- 
menfe diftance; they, he thinks, were 
born to ferve, to adminifter food to the 
ambition of their fuperiours, and become 
the footftool of their power.---Such is 
Mr. Wilfon; and, fraught with thefe 
high ideas, it is no wonder he fhould 
exert all his talents, to fupport a form 
of government fo sdinivaly contrived 
te carry them into execution. ——But when 
the people, who poflcfs, colleétively, a 
mafs of knowledge fuperiour tohis own, 
enquire into the principles of that go- 
verament, on the eftablifhment or rejec- 
tion of which depend their deareft con- . 
cerns ; when he iz called upon, by the 
voice of thoufands, to come and explain 
that favourite fyftem, which he holds 
forth as an obje&t of their admiration, 
he comes—he attempts to fupport by 
reafoning, what reafon never dictated ; . 
and, finding the attempt vain, his great 
mind, made for nobler se a 1S O- 
bliged to ftoop to mean evafions and pi- 
tiful fophiftry ; himfelf not deceived, he 
ftrives to deceive the people ; and the , 
treafonable attempt delineates his true 
charaéter, beyond the reach of the pen- , 
cil of a Weft or a Peale, or the pen of a 
Valerius. 

An Officer of the late Continental Army. 

Philadelphia, Nov. g, 1787. : 

_[ An anfwer to thefe ObjeBions will ap- - 
pear in our next Magazine, 
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Foreim Aetvs. 
LONDON mber 22. 
ONDAY thel Incefs of Orange, with 
her three children, made her trium- 

al entry into the Hague. The horfes were 
Faicen out of the carriage, which was drawn 
by women gh the pe into the court, 
amidft the acclamations of the people ; uni- 
verfal joy {pread around, and in the evening 
chere was a a] iumination. 

As dru is now to be punithed 
with as much feverity in England as it is in 
Turkey, and as the tion lately iffu- 
ed muft operate on Joha Bull, with as much 
force ab the Alder Aicoran does on a Multi, 
it may not be amifs to inform the publick 
of the origis interdiGtion of wine a- 
chat a and M Angels fen 

at s arotus, two t 
from Heaven, to teach men not to kill one 
another, hor to judge falfely, nor to drink 
wine, were invited when they came 
earth, by a moft beautiful woman, toa - 
did fupper, who g the Angels to drink 
they were at laft perfuaded, unti! one 
following ° became quite ine- 
briated, and having loft their divinc thoughts 
in the ipirit of the liquor,folicited the !ady to 
permit them to @ay with her.—She told 
them that thé would grant their requeft, on 
condition of their teaching her fuch words, 
as when repeated, they or the, who uttered 
them fhould be inftantly taken up into 
Heaven—The Angels taught her the words, 
‘and demanded the reward, which the evad- 
éd by repeating the words taught her; in 
confequence of which the was inftantly ta- 
ken up into Heaven, where fhe told God 
Almi fie the whole ftory.—A bed of Di- 
vine Juftice was inftantly held on the two 
delinquents, who were feverely punished 3 
and te lady, that the might thine forth an 
example of brightnefs to the world, was in- 
ftantly transformed into the morning Star. 
This is the a€tual fa@ as ftated in Al- 
coran, and in which the fober Turks mot 
ne believe. “ 

DUBLIN, September 12. 

A very curious oe gg! engages the 
learned world at prefent. It is faid that 
Moni. de Guignes, who underftands Chi- 
nefe perfeétly well, has difcovered that the 
Chinefe chara€ters and Egyptian Hierogly- 
phicks are the fame. As thoie characters are 
thentioned by Herodotus, the oldeft hiftori- 
an,to be undecypherable when he was in 
Egypt3 this difcovery, if it be well founded 
mut throw a curious light upon the moft 
ancient records that time can boaft. 


American Mews. 


Debates in the ia State Convention, 
Fer and Againft the Federal Conftitution. 
PHILADELPHIA, December 8. 
In State Convention, November 28. 
The Convention met purfuant to adjourn- 
men’, 


Mr, Wilfon. Mr. Prefident, I that now 
beg leave totrouble you with a few obferva- 
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tiond upon the preamble to the propofed con- 
ftitution. In celivering my ientiments on 
a “day, 1 had occafipn to thew thac 
the fu power of government, was the 
inalienable and inherent right of the people, 
and the fyftem before us opens with a prac 
tical declaration of that principle. Here, 
Sir, it is ex announced, ** We the 
of the United Stztes do ordain, con- 
ftitute and eftablith,”’ and thofe who can or- 
dain and eftablith, may certainly repeal or 
annul the work of government, which in 
the hands of the people, is like clay in the 
hands of the potter, and may be moulded 
into any thape they pleafe. ‘This fingle fen- 
tenée in the preamble, is tantamount toa 
volume, and contains the efience of all the 
bills of rights that have been or can be de- 
vifed; for, it eftablithes, at once, that in 
the great article of government, the people 
have a right todo what they pieafe. It is 
with pride, Mr. Prefident, I remark the 
difference between the t-rms of this confti. 
tution, and the British declaration of rights, 
or even their boafted magna charta. For, 
Sir, from what fource dues magna charta 
derive the liberties of the people? The very 
words of that celebrated inftrument, declare 
them to be the gift or grant of the King; 
and under the influence of that doétrine, ne 
wonder the people fhould then, and at iub- 
fequent periods, with to obtain fome evidence 
of their formal liberties by the conceffions of 
petitions and bills of right. But here, Sir, 
the fee fimple of freedom and government is 
declared to be in the people, and it is an irt- 
heritance with which they will! not part. 

Mr. Smilie. 1 expeéted, Mr. Prefident, 
that the hunourable gentleman would have 
proceeded to a full and explicit inveitigation 
of the propofed fyftem, and that he would 
have made fume attempts to prove that ic 
was calculated to promote the happinels, 

wer, and general isterefts or the United 

tates. 1am forry that I have been miita- 
ken in this expectation, for furely the gen- 
tleman's talents and opportunities would 
have enabled him to furnihh confiderabic 
information upon this important fubj-ét ; 
but I thall proceed to make a few remarks 
upon thofe words in the preamble of this 
plan, which he has confidered of fo @tperex- 
cellent a quality. Compare them, Sir, with 
the language uied in forming the itate con- 
ftitution,and however fuperiour they may be 
to the terms of the great charter of Eng- 
land, ftill, in common candour, they mutt 
yield to the more fterling expreflions employ- 
ed inthis at. Let theie fpeak for them- 
felves : 

*¢ That all men are born equally free and 
independent, and have certain natural, in- 
herent and unalienable rights, among which 
are, the enjoying and defending lite and 1i- 
berty, acquiring, poffefling and protecting 
property, and purfuing and obtaining happi- 
nefs and fafety. 

** That the people of this ftate have the 
fole, exclufive and inhe-ent right of govern- 
ing and regwlating the internal pelice of the 
fame. 
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Sc endimeeteniamen 


* That all power being orignatly inherent 


$n, and confequently derived from the peo~ 
ple; therefore al] officers of govéfriment, 
whether legiflative or executive, are“thelr 
4ruftees ana fervants, and at ali times acd 
wountable ro them. uv 

** That government js, of oughteto be, 
inftituted for the common benefit, protect. 
Yon and fecurity of the people, mation 6¢ 

‘community; and not for the particular e- 

molument or advantage of any tingle man, 
family, or (et of men, who are @ part only 
of that community: And that the commu- 
nity hath an indubitable, unalienable and 
indefeafible right to reform, alter or abolith 

overnment in fuch manner as fhall be by 
that community judged mo conductive to 
the publick weal.” 

But the gentleman takes pride in the fu- 
periority of this fhort preamble when com- 
pared with magna charta why, Sir, I hope 
the rights of men are better underftvod at this 
day, than at the framing of that deed, and 
we muft be convinced that civil liberty is ca- 
pable of ftill greater improvement and ex- 
tenfion, than is kaown even in its prefent 
cultivated ftate. ‘True, Sir, the fupreme 
authority naturally retts in the people, buat 
does it follow, that therefore a declaration 
of rights would be fuperfluous ? Becaufe the 
people have a right tv alter and abolith gé- 
vernment, can it therefore be inferred that 
every ftep taken to fecure that right would 
be fuperfluous and nugatory ? The truth is, 
that unlefs fome criterion is eftablithed by 
which it could be eafily and conftitutionally 
afcertained how far our governours may 
proceed, and by which it might appear when 
they tran{grefs their jurifai@tion, this idea 
of altering and abolithing government is a 
mere fuund without fubftance. Let us re- 
cur to the memorable declaration of the 4th 
of July, 1776. Here it is faid, 

* When, in the courfe of human events, 
3t becomes neceffary for one people to dif- 
folve the political bands which have con- 
neéted them with another, and to aflume a- 
song the powers of the earth, the feparate 
and equai ftation to which the laws of na- 
ture’s God entitle them, a decent refpe& to 
the opinions of mankind requires that they 
fhould declare the caufes which impel them 
ko the feparation. 

** We hold thefe truths to be felf evident ; 
that all men arecreated equal; that they 
are enduwed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights; that among thefe are 
hife, liberty, and the purfuit ot happinefs. 
That to hee thefe rights, governments 
are inftituted among men, deriving their 
juft powers from the confent of the govern- 
ed ; that whenever any form of government’ 
becomes deftructive of thefe ends, it is the 
right of the people to alter or to abolith it, and 
to inftitute a new government, laying its. 
foundation on fuch principles, and organiz- 
ing ics powers in fuch form, as to them hall 
feem mot likely to effeét their fafety and 
hapvinefs.” 

Now, Sir, if in the propofed plan, the 
g@ehileman can thew any fimilacfecurity for 
the civil rights of the people, I fhall certainly 
be relieved from a weight of objection to its 
adoption, aad | Gncercly hope, that as he 
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government. “.. . 
Mt. M’Kean. 1 conceived, Mr. P 
that we were at ‘this time to confine our 
reafoning to the fir article, which relates te 
theJegiflative power compofed of two branch, 
es, and the partial negativeof the Pre 
Gentlemen, however, have taken a 
extenfive field, and have employed themfelveg 
in Fue pasy whut has “a 
ted, and not upon what is contained in 
opofed fy tem. Icie aked. Sir, why a 
“of rights, was not.annexed to the conftitu. 
tion? The origin of bills-of rights has been 
teferred to, and we find. that in — 
they proceed upon the principie that the fu. 
ne power is lodged in tlic King and not 
n pie pele, fo that their liberties dre not 
claimed as gn inherent right, but as agrant 
from the fovereign. The great charter reits 
on that footing, and has been renewed and 
broken aboye 30times. Then we find the 
petition of rights in the reign of Charles the 
firft, and, laftly, the declaration of rights on 
the acceflion ar ‘the Prince of UFongs tes 
Britith throne. The truth is, Sir, that bills 
of rights are inftrumments of modern inven 
tion, unknown mens OS ancients, and um 
practices but by the Britith nation and the 
governments defcended from them.. For 
though itis faid that Poland has a bill of 
rights, it muft be remembered that the peoe 
ple have no participation in that govern~ 
ment. Of the conititutions of the United 
States, there are but five out of the thirteen 
which have bills of pee in fhort, though 
it can do no harm, I believe, yet it is an un- 
neceffary inftrument, for, in fact the whole 
lan of government is ——— more thana 
Cin of rights—a declaration of the people ia 
what manner they chufe to be governed. If 
Sir, the people fhould at any time, defire to 
alter and abolith their government, I agree 
with my honourable colleague, that it is ir 
their power to do fo, and 1 am happy to ob- 
ferve that the conétitution before us, pro- 
vides a regular mode for that event. At 
prefent my chief objeis to cail upon thofe 
who deem a bill of sights fo effential, ¢o in- 
form.us if there are any other precedents 
than thofe I have alluded to, and if there 
not, the fenf; of mankind and of nations 
will operate againft che aliedged neceffity.. 
Mr. Wilfon. Mer. Prefident, we are req 
peatedly called upon to give fome reafoa 
why a Bill of rights has not been annexed to 
the propofed plan. I not only think that 
enquiry is at this time unneceflary and out of 
order, but J expect, at Jeaft, that thofe whe 
defire us to thew why_it was omitted, will 
furnith fome arguments to that it 
ought to have been infested 3 for the A mang 
of the affirmative naterally tails upon them. 
But the truth is, Sis, thas this circumftance, 
which has fince occa fo much ¢la- 
mour and debate, never ftrack the mind of 
any member in the late Convention, until, L 
believe, within three days of the diflolution 
of that bady, and even then, of fo Little ate 
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formal debate, or affeming the thape of a 
motion. For, Sir, the attempt te have 
thrown into the national fcale an inftru- 
spent in order to evince that any power not 
tioned in the confitution was referved, 
would have been fpurned at as an infult to 
the commion « anding of mankind. In 
civil government it is certain, that bills of, 
rights are wninece(ary and ufelefs, nor can 
¥conceive whence the apes notion has 
arifen, Virginia has no bill of rights, and 
will it be faid that her confticution was the 
lefs free ? 

Mr. Swifie. 1 beg leave to obferve, Mr. 
PreGident, that although it has not been in- 
ferted in the printed volume of {tate confti- 
tutions, yet I have been affured by Mr. Ma- 
fon, that Virginia has a billof rights. _ 

Br. Wilfon. 1 do not rely upon the ine 
formation of Mr. Mafon, or of any other 
gentleman on a queftion of this kind, but I 
refer to the authenticity of the volume which 
contains the ftate conititutions, and in that 
Virginia has no bill of rights. But, Sir, 
has Southcarolina no fecurity, for her liber- 
ties? that fate has nobillof rights. Are 
the citizens of the Eaftern fhore of the De- 
laware mere oa pate: fabjeet a gon. or 
more enlightened on u ef govern- 
ment asthe citizens of the weftern fhore ? 
Newjerfey has no bill of rights; Newyork 
has none; C jeyt has none, and 
Rhodeifland has none. Thus, Sir, it ap- 
pears from the example of other ftates, as 
well as from principle, that a bill of rights 
is neither an effential nor a neceflary initre-, 
ment in framing a fyftem of government, 
fince liberty may exift and be as weil fecured 
without it. But it was not only unnecefia- 
ty, but on this occafion, it was found im- 

practible; for who will be bold enough to 
undertake to enumerate all the rights of the 
peopic ? and when the attempt to enume- 
rate them is made, it muft be remembered 
that if the enumeration is not complete, «- 
very thing not exprefsly mentioned will be 
preiumed to be purpofely omitted. So it 
mui be with a biil of rights, and an omif- 
fion in ftating the powers granted to the go- 
vernment, is not fo dangerous as an omif- 
fion in recapitulating the rights referved by 
the people. We have already feen the ori- 
in of magna charta, and tracing the fubje& 
Bil further, we find the petition of rights 
claiming the liberties of the people, accord- 
ing to the Jaws and ftatutes of the realm, of 
waich the great charter was the moft mate- 
tials fo that here again recourfe is had to 
the old fource from which their liberties are 
derived, the grant of the king. It was not 
until the revelution that the fubje& was 
placed upon a different footing, and even 
then the people did not claim their liber- 
ties as an inherent right, but as the refult 
of an original aol between them and 
the fovereign. Thus, Mr. Prefident, an 
attention to the fituation of England, will 
thew that the conduct of that country in re- 
{pe&t to bills of rights, cannot furnifh an 
example to the inhabitants ef the United 
States, who by the revolution have regained 
al cir natural rights, and podlefs their li- 


r6s 

te en 
berty neither by grant nor contra. fe 
faort, Sir, 1 have faid that a bill of righte. 
would have been improperly annexed to the 
federal pian, and for this plain reafon, that it 
would imply that whatever is not expreffed 
was given, which is not the principle of the 
propofed conftitution. 

Mc. Smilie. The arguments which have 
been urged, Mr. Prefident, have not in my 
opinion, fatisfactorily thewn that a bill of 
rights would; have been an improper, nay, 
that it is not a neceflary appendage to 
preveted fyttem. Asit hasbeen denied that 

ingipia poffeffes a bill of rights, I thal om 
that fubjedt only obferve, that Mr. Mafon, 

a gentleman certainly of great information 
and integrity, has affured me that fuch athing 
does exit, and I am perfuaded, I fhail be a- 
ble at a future period to lay it before the con- 
vention. But, Sir, the tate of Delaware 
has a bill of rights, and I believe one of tha 
honourable members (Mr. M’Kean) who 
now contefts the neceflity and propriety of 
that inftrument, took a very contpicuous 
part in the formation of the Delaware go- 
vernment. It feerms however thatthe mem~ 
bers of the federal convention were them< 
felves convinced, in fome degree, of the ¢ x. 
iency and propriety of a bill of rights, 
or we find them exprefsiy declaring; chat 
the writ of babeas corpus and the inal by 
jury in criminal cafes thall not be fufpended 
or infringed. How does this indeed agrers 
with the maxim that whatever is not gives 
is referved ? Does it not rather appear frora 
the refervation of thefe two articles thi t 
every thing elfe, which is not fpecified, is 
included in the powers delegated to the z »- 
vernment? This, Sir, met prove the c e-~ 
ceflity of a full and explicit declaration of 
rights; and when we further confider the 
extenfive, the undefined powers vefted in 
the adminiftrators of this fytem, wher . we 
confider the fyitem itfelf as a great poli’ cical 
compact between governours and the go- 
verned, a plain, ftrong, and accurate,+ -rite- 
rion by which the people might at om -¢ dee 
termine when, and in what inftance, their 
rights were violated, is 2 preliminary, with- 
out which this plan ought not to be a¢ opted. 
So loofely, fo inaccurately are the powers 
which are enumerated in this conf :itutiow 
defined, that it will be impoffible, without 
ateft of that kind, to afcertain t! ec himits 
of authority, and to declare when _goverp- 
ment has degenerated into oppie/ fion. In 
that event the conteft will arife be -ween the 
people and the rulers: ** You hay ¢ exceed- 
ed the powers of your office, you have op- 
prefied us," willbe thelanguage+ >f the fuf- 
fering citizens. The anfwerott 1¢ govern- 
ment will be thort—“‘ We have ot exceed- 
ed our power: you have noteff by which 
can prove it.”” Hence, Sit ., it will be 
mpracticable to ftop the progrefs of tyranny, 
for there will be no check but the peoples 
and their exertions mutt be fu ile and un- 
certain; fince it will be difficul - indeed, te 
communicate to them, the vi lation thas 
has been committed, and their _ proceedings 
will be neither fyftematical nor unanimous. 
It is faid, however, that the difficulty of 
framing a bill of rights wasinfw -mountaole: 
but, Mr. Rrefiden:, | cannet 4 = gree im, this 
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@pinion. Our experience, and the numer- 
ous precedents before us, would have fur- 
mithed a very fufficient guide. At prefent 
there is no fecurity, even for the rights of 
confcience, and under the fweeping force of 
the fixth article, every way 2 of a bill of 
rights, every ftipulation for the ‘moft facred 
and invaluable privileges of man, are left at 
the mercy of yemene my 


ec “r 8. 

YVefterday Mr. Wilfon entered into an in- 
veftigation of the judiciary power coutained 
in t - fed conftitution, and afferted, 
that fo far from unneceflary or improper, it 





was a valuable and indifpenfible acquifition 


to the federal government. He obferved 
tbat, bad as human nature was, it could 
hardly sy pene = governouts 
would at im without an objeét, in 
every cafe cheredore ‘shanee they sould have 
an intereft in the oppreffion of a citizen, the 
trial by jury is te inviolably preferved. 
With re totreafon, likewife, he remark - 
ed that the definition of rhat crime, which 
had been always a prolifick inftrument of 
tyranny, was not lett to the Congrefé, but 
was afcertained in the conftitution irfelf. 
He then proceeded to examine the different 
points of jurifdi@ion given to the fupreme 
court, and concluded with declaring thatthey 
were ali eflential to publick and private credit, 
and the imparcial adminiftration of juftice. 

It was argued by the opponents of the pro- 
poled plan, that the independency of che 
Judges was not fccured, for if any law were 
pafied contrary to the conftitution, and they 
thauld refufe to execute it, the houfe of re- 

refentatives and the fenate, who made the 
~ would impeach them, and then it would 
he the duty of the fenate to determine whe- 
ther or not the law was untonfirutional, 
and whether the judges were not bound by 
it. Mr. Wilfon on this occafion afferted 
thatthe judges would be governed by the 
conftitution, and not by the contradiétin 
law wt .ch would be, jpf> faéto, nugawory oe | 
and vuaide 

December 12. 

On Mlonday the roth inft. Mr. M’Kean 
Aelivercs! alearned and tentible {peech in the 
Convent on, of near three huurs in length, 
in which he fully and ably anfwered eve 
oujcCtion that had been made to the propof- 
ed Conftit ation, and afterwards pointed out 
the imfluesice which the adoption of it would 
have upon|the character and profperity of the 
United States both at home and abroad. He 
concluded by declaring, that, after a full ex- 
amination, he thought the propofed Confti- 
tution was he bef the world ewer jaw. 

Mr. Smit¥e and Mr. Findley having, in 
Some of theia: {peeches, treated Mr. M'Kean 
with indecealt language, he took no other no- 
tice of them, | than by comparing their fpeech- 
€5 to the feembie noife occafiuned by the work- 
ing of {mali beer. 

Se very sacceptable was Mr, M’Kean's 
fpeech to the: gallery, which was unufuaily 


pular aflembly |, they expretied their appro 
tion by clappeng him. This threw Mr. 
Smilie into a 1| age, and Jed him to uf+ many 
fiery sharp pe imted exprefficrs, which were 
cpuly aniwesg) | by Mc. mi’ Kean, wu tig 


following thort obfervation : “ The gentle. 
man, Sir, is angry, becaufe other folks are 
On Tuefday Mr. Wilfon replied, in 
fede and oteeboatl, in fy ame A a 
to every obje€tion that had been made in the 
Convention Cenftitu 


argu 

vour of government. He it 
the of every one ( ates Ba. 
the minority only | og ody a wile, 
fafe and free ene. He the exceljen. 
ches and perfeCtions of each of its and 


thereby encreafed the confidence at. 
tachment of all who heard him toit. 


PORTSMOUTH, , December 
Proceedings of theGenera rt thisSteee 


In the Hos 
‘VOTED. 
Federal 


Convention, tranfmi th. 
General Court by Congres be fubmitted 
to « Convention to be by the people, 


for their confideration and decifion. 

Voted, That four hundred copies of the 
Contitution ; fed by the Federal Con. 
vention, for t Bee mee 9 of the United 
States, be forthwith printed, and fent to the 
{everal towns in this as foon as may be. 

Voted, That Mr. N. Peabody, Mr. ich. 
ering, r. Wi ate, Mir. B. ‘crs Mr. Gove, 
Mr. Emerfon, Mr. , Mr. Whit 
Mr. Simpfon, and Mr. Baker, with fuch 
the honourable Senate as they hall join, be 
a committee to confider what number the 
propofed Convention fhall confitt of, the 
mode of election, and time and place of 
meeting ; and report *':: ‘con. 

Decem: scr 12. 

The committee appointed to con 

— — the pro g Nagra con- 

of, fc. re at the : 

Convention confit of the fame ot mabertl 
delegates as the feveral towns and places are 
now intitled to fend as Reprefentatives to 
the General Court, and to be chofenin the 
fame maaner, with this addition, that thofe 
towns which by the prefent mode of repre- 
fentation are not clafied with any other 
town, nor intitied to fend by themfeives, 
may fend one delegate from each to 

the qualifications of delegates thail be the 
fame as thofe required by the Conftitution 
for reprefentatives, excepting what is called 
the exclufion bil! thrall not have any effcé in 
the choice of delegates ;—that the Conven- 
tion meet at Exeter, on the fecond Wedinef: 
day of February next: Signed Ebenexer 
Thompfon tor the commitete. Which re- 
port being read and confidered, Mored, That 
it be received and accepted. 

Voted, That the delegates to be chofea 
for the propofed Convention, have the fame 
allowance tor their trouble, as the members 
of the prefent Genera} Court. 

Voted, That Mr. Pickerieg, Mr. N. Pa- 
body, Mr. Simpfon, with {uct of the ho- 
nourable Senate as they thall join, be a com~- 
mittee to prepare a ept or a refolve, ta 
be fent to the feveral towns and diftri€tsin 
this ftate, for the choice of delegates to the 
ftate convention, to be held at Exeter, om 
the fecond Wednefday of Febroary aca 
aad iay the (ame before this Houfe. 
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BOSTON wenn err 
Pn, en armed footpads, made an attack 
on Mr. Caleb Coolidge, as he was on his way 


from Cambri town. The cir- 
Boe a esoof tele giase of villainy are near- 

as follows :—Mr. Coolidge having come 
ton Providence that day, quitted the ftage 


at Roxbury, where he took a horfe to carry 


% him to Cambridge, he having bufinefs there, 


which his departure from the 
dire road to Bofton. Soon after he left 
Cambridge, he quitted the horfe, and dif- 
miffed the wipes thus far with him 
to carry the fe back. Thinking him- 
{elf out of danger, he came along down the 
road, fingly, and on foot, without any in- 
terruption, until within about a mile and 
an balf of Chagles river bridge, where he 
was topped by a man, whom Mr. Coolidge 
took. to. be an Irifhman: The fellow. bid 
Mr. Coolidge ftand, which he did: and on 
being ordered to his money he hefi- 
tated a moment, and the fellow posting te 
his demand Mr, Cooliage, with a ftout 
ftick, ftreck him over the » which laid 
the mifcreant to the ground. Immediately, 
2s Mr. Coolidge was going away, three other 
{coundrels, whom he did not fufpeét were fo 
near, came wp and forced from him his 
watch, et book, and cath, to the a- 
mount of 253). with which they made off. 
We hear, two of the ber ary os robbed 
Mr. Coolidge, are a ded, and are now 
in Port Gesk 
Laft evening about eight o'clock, the goal 
jn this town was difcovered to be on Fire; 
but by the ufual a@tivity of the inhabitants 
it was foon extinguifhed, without any mate- 
rial damage.—It was probably fet on fire by 
fome of the prifoners, in order to make 
their efcape. 
DELEGATES to CONVENTION. 
Roxbury—Hoa. Gen. Heath, and Hon. 
Judge Sumner. 
Hingham—Hon. Gea. Lincoln, and Rev. 
Daniel Shute. 
Cambridge—Hon. Francis Dana, and 
Col. Dana. 
Beverly—Hon. G Cabot, Efq; Mr. 
irael Thorndike, and Mr. Wood. 
‘Watertown=—-Dotor Spring» 
Waltham—Leonard Williams, Efq; 
ee Tompfon, Efq; 
ull—-Mr. Thomas Jones. 
Oldyork—Nathanic! Barrell, Efq; and 
Capt. Preble. 
Kittery—Rev. Mr. Stevens. 
Malden—Benjamin Blaney, Efq; 
Stoncham—Capt. Green. 
Foxborough—Mr. Ebenezer Warten. 
Hopkinton—C Gilbert Dench. | 
Framingham—Capt. Lawfon Buckmin- 


tf. 

Franklin—Hon. Jabez Fither, Efq; 

Sharon—Mr. Benjamin Randell. 

Dedham—Rev. Thomas Thatcher, Fifh- 
er Ames, Eiq; 

Lexingtona—Benjamin Brown, F fq; 

Concord—M ajor Joteph Hofmer. 

Weitown—Mr. Bigelow. 

At Jofeoh Jackfoa. 

anshieldeCapt. John Pratt. 

Lunendurg—Capt. Johe Fuller. 
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Wells—Rev. Dr. Mofes Hemmenway, 
Hon. Nathaniel! bie - ~~ ee 
Gorham—Mr. Stephen Longfellow, jum 
Buxton—Jaeob Bradbury, Fig; 
Liocoln—Gen. Eleazet Brooks. 





WOR CES TE R. 

The following is extra€ted from a Philadel- 
phia paper of December 15. 

Wedneiday laf, in the Convention of this 
State, on motion of Mr. Hartly, feconded 
by Mr. Chambers, the original quettion, as 
moved by Mr. M’Kean, vie. ** Will this 
Convention affent to and ratify the Confti- 
tution agreed toon the 17th of September 
Jaft, by the Convention af the United States 
of America, held at Philadelphia,” was put 
and carried in the affirmative, 46 for and 23 
againft it. 

Thurfday the convention of this ftate (ac- 
companied by his excellency the Prefident, 
the Vicepre ident and the members. of the 
fupreme executive council; alfo by feveial 
members of Congrefs, the Faculty of the u- 
niverfity, the magiftrates and militia offi- 
cers of the city) went in procefiion to the 
Courthoufe, where the RATIFICATION 
of the Conftitution of the United States was 
read, amidit the acclamations of a great con- 
courfe of citizens—13 cannon were fired and 
the bells were rung on this joyful occafion ; 
after this the Convention returned to the 
Statehoufe and fubfcribed the two copies 
of the ratification. At three o’cleck they 
met and dined with the members of the fu- 

reme executive council, feveral members of 

ongrefs and a number of citizens, at Mr. 
Epple’s Tavern; where the remainder of 
the day was {pent in mutual congratulations 
upon the happy profpect of enjoying, once 
more, order, juftice and good government in 
the United deates—The following is the 
lift of the toafts given on the occafion. 

1. The People of the United States. 

a. The Pretident and members of the late 
Convention of the United Scates. 

3» The Prefident and State of Pennfyiva- 
nia. 

4- May the citizens of America dilplay 
as much wifdom in adopting the propofed 
Conftitution to preferve their liberiies, as 
they have thewn fortitude in defending them. 

§- May order and juftice be che pillars of 
the American Tempie of Liberty. 

6. May the agriculture, manufaftures 
and commerce of the United Scates (peedilp 
fiourith under the new Conititution. 

is The Congrefs. 

+ The virtuous minority of Rhodeifand. 

g. The powers of Europe in alliance with 
the United Scates. 

10. May the flame, kindled on the Altar 
of Liberty in America lead the nations of the 
world to a knowledge of their rights andto 
the means of recowering them. 

13. The memory of che herocs who have 
facrificed their lives in de‘eace of the liber- 
ties of Amcrica. 

12» May America diffufe over Europe a 

reater portion of political lignt than the 

- borrowed from her. 

13%- Peace and free government to all the 
nations ip the wasid. 
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COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSET®Se 
In the House of Reeressntatives, November 22, 178 


ESOLVED, That from and after 

the pafling this Refolve, the regu- 

lar pay of Amafe Davis, Efq; Quarter- 
mattergeneral of this Commonwealth, 
fivall ceafe and d*:ermine—And that he 
be direéted in future to keep open his 
office on Weduefdays and Thurfdays, of 
each week, for the purpofe of receiving, 
and fettling accounts againft this Com- 
monvwealth, for fervices relating to his 
department, incurred during the late re- 
hellion, wntil the firft day of March. 
And that all perfons, having accounts, 
relating to that department, be, and they 


are hereby directed, to fettle the fame be-. 


fore that time.—And the faid Quarter- 
mattergeneral, is further dire&ted, upon 
the completion of the faid bufinefs, to 
lay his accounts before the General 
Court, for allowance and payment, a- 





greeably to law.—And the. e of 
this Commonwealth, is hereby di 
_ publith this rome - Adam 
ourjé’s paper, and-in t i 
ed in Northampton, Springfield, Wor. 
cefter, and Pittsfield, that all perfong 
concerned may take notice, and goverg 
themfelves accordingly. fs 
‘Sent up for concurrence, 
“ JAMES WARREN, Speaker, 


In Senats, November 22,1787. 
Read and concurred, 
_ SAMUEL ADAMS, Prefident; 


Approved—JOHN HANCOCK, 


A true copy. 
Atte. JoHn AVERY, jun. Secretary, 


This day is publifhed ( printed at Philadelphia) . 
The AMERICAN MUSEUM, 


For NOV.EMBER, 1787. 





§<> Subfcriptions for this Work (printed every month, by 


M. Carey, ia 


Philadelphia) are taken in by I. Tuomas, at his Bookftore in Worcefter, 





Ae CULN CIN UN. Bode 


FGNHE Members of the Society of CINCINNATI, be- 

j longing to the County of WORCESTER, are requefted to meet 
at STOWERS '’s Tavern, in Worcefter, on Tuefday the 15th day of Janu 
ary next, at two o'clock in the afternoon. 


Worcester, December 2172, 1787. 





OHIO COMPANY. 


HOSE perfons who became Adventurers in the OHIO 
COMPANY, by fubfcribing with General RUFUS PUTNAM, 

and have not paid in their Subfcription Money, may have an o porte 
of paying thet Gear, on or before the firft of March next, to D IGHT 
FOSTER, Efq; of Brookfield, Col. DANIEL CLAP and Capt. BEN- 
JAMIN HEYWOOD, of Worcefter, who are appointed Agents, in the 


room of faid Putnam. 
Warcefter, December 21, 1787. 








OHN NAZRO, 


AS juft Opened, and now ready for fale, at his Store near the Meets 


ing Houfe in WORCESTER, a large and general Affortment of 


‘Englifh and Weftindia GQ ODS, 


On the moft reafonable terms for Cafh, Potath Salts, Athes, Shipping 


Furs, Beefwax @d Flaxfeed.., 


__N.B, The utmoft carefulnefs will be ufed to render the moft complete 


fatisfaction to the purchalers, e 
Worcefter, Nov. 17th, 17876 
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